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Evaluating Nonfiction
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Author: 

	
	Your response. Put the page numbers after the material that you cite directly. You may refer to parts of the essay or quote parts directly.

	What is the writer’s purpose and how well does he/she accomplish this purpose?

Purposes: entertain, tell a story, explain, inform, persuade, satirize, describe, or a combination of these?
	

	What is the writer’s audience?
	

	What facts does the writer include and from what sources?

· Personal experiences: direct observation, memories, interviews, or conversations.
· Research: quotations from letters, diaries, memoirs, interviews, essays, other writers’ works, accepted facts.
	

	What opinions (conclusions, judgments, interpretations) does the writer offer? What evidence (facts, reasons, examples) is included to support these opinions?
	

	What is the tone of the writing?
	

	Did the selection stir my feelings or make me think? How or about what?
	

	What did I learn from this piece? List separate things. 
	


